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It was in 1987 that my good friend Pieter Keijzadd, Sarah de Monchy, decided together to
take a dog, ending up with both having a Samoyggyuwo males of the same litter.
Neither of us had experienced a Samoyed beforeselgeted this breed, as we wanted a dog
that was friendly to strangers and fit to accompasywhen camping and hiking in the
mountains. So it had to be a good walker, protebtedn all-weather coat. These little white
bears developed into beautiful wolfish dogs, eaggake everywhere, great company on
winter and summer holidays and a feast for thevaeyen playing with each other or running
and hunting through fields and woods, now and ttteecking in with me, their eyes shining

of sheer joy in live.

Today, | share my live with two sons of the la&iisired by one of these two dogs. Now, as
the second generation | owe has turned seven yé@drand if reaching the same age as their
father, I will be enjoying their company for seveaore years to come. But the looks of these
dogs, that have become so familiar to me, appebetgetting pretty rare. And | have become
more and more aware of the fact that the chancestitaining such dogs ever again, are
diminishing every day.

Through the years the interest in the breed gretl th of us. In Pieter’s case, it became a
hobby to find out more about the background othited, triggered by the dive he took in the
library of the University of Amsterdam, in searoh $amoyedic names for the pups. The fruit
of several years reading and collecting books cét and pictures of early Samoyeds is now
gradually to be found on the website on the histdrthe Samoyed dog that he is building.

Part I. A short history of the Samoyed dog in its
home countryby Pieter Keijzer © 2005)

1. The Samoyed peoples

Introduction

To write a history of the Samoyed dog one has ticker that the live and tasks of the
aboriginal Samoyed dogs, the dogs living with then8yed peoples, differ considerably with
that of the Samoyed dogs now living in the Westavilized world. The modern Samoyed
dogs have, thanks to the ever increasing demascbi@ on dog shows, even undergone a
considerable change in exterior compared to theghal Samoyed dogs.

The Samoyed dog is originally an all white dog wiahg standing fur and a vivid and athletic
appearance. The name of this breed is derived fihensamoyedic speaking peoples living on



the tundra’s and in the taiga’s of Northern EuropRassia and North-west Siberia, globally
stretching from the White Sea in the West to thenfiaPeninsula in Siberia. As the history
of aboriginal dogs is linked with that of the pesp} as Vladimir Beregovoy already pointed
out in his article in the first issue of R-PADS rsdetter - we must, in order to be able to
sketch a background picture, turn our attentiattla towards the Samoyed peoples first.

Language and culture

The Samoyeds are not one people but a group ofgespeaking Samoyed languages,
languages that are distantly related to the Fingddad languages, such as Finnish,
Hungarian, Komi, Permian Khanty, Mansi and othaglaages.

Both the Samoyed and Finno-Ugrian languages bdtmtige Uralic language group, the
Uralians being the far forefathers of the peopfesaking these languages. These Uralians are
thought to have lived in what is now called EurapBaussia, near the Ural Mountains. The
Samoyed language group now encompasses the larsgoftle Nenets, Enets, Sel’kup and
Nganasan, the latter being the northernmost lipegples of the world. All of these names
refer to our word for ‘Man’.

The Nenets are the most numeral of the Samoyedgsomumbering about 30.000 people.
The smallest group of Samoyeds are the Enets, mimgl#209 Enets speaking people counted
in 1989 and listed as endangered peoples beyormbtheof no return. More Samoyed
peoples, like the Kamasin, Motor etc., have existgdare now extinct. One of them as
recently as 1919, when the last Kamasin died. Aigihoalready in the 17th century the
Englishman Peter Mundy and the Dutchman NicolagséNihad published several Nenets
words, a real study of the languages was only phbd in the 1820’s by the Finnish linguist
Mattias Alexander Castrén.

At the time of the first imports of Samoyed dodwe(tast decennium of the 19th century) the
Nenets were living in the broad area from the WBi@ in the West to the mouth of the
Yenissei river in the East. The Enets were thendiwn the Eastern shores of the Yenissei
river from about Golchika in the North down towdiné town of Turuchansk. The Nganasans
lived (and still live) on the Taimyr Peninsula. Aher part of the Samoyeds remained living
in Southern Siberia and the Sayan mountains. Tareguages, most of them extinct
nowadays, are called the Southern Samoyed langu@fjésese, one group - the Sel’kup
(S6l'kup or Shol'kup as they call themselves) -oalgent northward to finally end up living
near the mouth of the river Taz. Because of thdiucal resemblance with the Ostyaks
(Khanty) they were called ‘Ostyak-Samoyeds’ by Russians.

Live-style and economy

By origin all the Samoyeds were hunters, but chamgé¢heir live-style made most of them

turn into reindeer herding peoples. Only the NganaBving extreme North and isolated,

kept up their reindeer hunting live-style evenhia 20th century. Other means of economy

still had a neolithic hunting-gathering charactbey were fishing, they were hunting

squirrels and sables in the forests, seals, waruse-bears in the Polar Sea and they gathered
different eatable plants and berries on tundraimanaiga. Their main food supply though has
always been the meat of reindeer.



At the time of the late 19th century, the timeldd first imports of Samoyed dogs, the Nenets
and Enets still could be divided in Tundra-Nenetd Aundra-Enets on the one side, and
Forest-Nenets and Forest-Enets on the other, haeingloped dialectical forms of their
languages. Nowadays this division remains only withe group of Nenets-speaking peoples.

The Samoyeds had to pay taxes in the form of gkiustly sable skins, later also squirrel
skins) to the Russian Tsar. For paying their telotthe local tax collector, they had to travel
to the nearest town during the annual fairs begld there.

Besides the fact that the skins were used as nieapaying taxes, they were also used as
commercial trade commodities enabling these petodbely common house-keeping things
and tools. The demand for skins was so big thatithepopulation of sables and squirrels
nearly reached the point of extinction in the whafi&iberia.

Marriage and family live

Finding a husband or wife was a complex matteram®&yed live: bound by rules of
exogamy, Samoyed men and women were not allowpgstanarry the one they loved. They
probably understood inbreeding earlier than anyorke West or at least they must haven
known the consequences by experience. For exathgl&nets tribe of Baggo were not
allowed to marry with members of the Masodaj, Lagttzs Bunala, Dekutan, Sado and
Sonuko tribes.

They lived in family tribes in tents made of birdhe, many times covered with reindeer skin
in the winter. Differences in possession of numloérgindeer could be big: ranging from
just a few reindeer for poor families to severatdineds or even thousands for rich families.

All the Samoyed peoples had a nomadic life-styteept from those who had lost their
reindeer by epidemics of anthrax and therefore viggeed to live a more sedentary life near
Russian towns and villages. The reindeer beingedrivorthward by raising temperatures in
spring, the families had to follow their herd, regg in summertime the shores of the Arctic
Ocean, where they lived hunting seals and walrdeesitumn they returned south, living
during the wintertime along the fringe of the taifependent of the width of the tundra, they
sometimes had to travel for several hundreds ohidtres before reaching the shores of the
ocean.

War and peace

The Samoyeds were not so peaceful as is genehnallght. It is true that alcoholism kept
them down, but reports from Nicolaes Witsen inlt#te 17th century show us that they were
involved in wars towards their Russian neighbou @ven attacked the town of Pustozersk,
located in the delta of the Petchora river.

A poem of a Dutch 18th century Navy officer desesilthe attack on his vessel which was
anchored in the frozen White Sea. These attackshaay been caused by famine in order to
get food. Remarkable in the mentioned poet is #eeption of ‘whistling’ arrows. 20th
century anthropological research showed that indleegwere using these types of arrows
among other types.

Wars between Samoyedic tribes and other peopkestie Ostyaks, seem also to have been
guite common. Many times the goal here was to olite other tribe’s wives. Another reason



for tribal warfare was the illegal use of the tumgastures. The tundra was not common
ground, but tribes ‘owned’ their pastures and theralaries were marked by marking stones.

Disputes among clan members were solved by the didael clan, sometimes also referred to
as the ‘king’.

Much, much more can be said about these peoplethdtuvould be outside the scope of the
article. From here on then we shall turn our aitentowards the aboriginal Samoyed dogs.

2. The Samoyed dogs

Introduction

Aboriginal Samoyed dogs do resemble the white Aneblf strongly. Of course, depression
caused by domestication has altered the morphdtogythat of the original in the wild
living animal, just like it happened to many otldemesticated animals like sheep, goats,
cows and also the cat.

As Vladimir Beregovoy in his article ‘Primitive Abiginal Dogs’ has already mentioned in
R-PADS Newsletter #1, domestication of the dog tplaice in Asia about 15.000 years ago.
But that of course does not mean that all aborigiogs were domesticated at that time. The
determination of the time of the first domesticataf the dog is based on findings of animal
remains and the results of zooarcheological rekearc

But to find an answer on the question since wherSamoyed peoples used dogs, leaving out
the question whether they have domesticated thetharihselves, one cannot base himself on
zooarcheological findings, as those findings neeerd be connected to a certain people.
Instead, one has to turn towards linguistics.

From etymology there is no indication that the igsaknew the dog. Neither is there any
indication that the Proto-Finno-Ugrians knew thg.dén etymology for dog appears only in
the Proto-Samoyed language, the language thatalb$ed peoples once spoke before they
split up in the peoples known today.

As the division of the Uralians into Proto-Finno4iidgns and Proto-Samoyeds is thought to
have taken place about 3000 BC, that must thered® &s being the earliest possible date for
the use of dogs by the Proto-Samoyeds.

Where exactly the Proto-Samoyeds started to use idagf course not known, but at that time
they most probably lived near the sources of thersiOb and Yenissei in the neighbourhood
of the Sayan Mountains in Southern Siberia. ThédP&@moyeds being neolithic hunters-
gatherers, it is most likely that these dogs sethieth in helping to catch prey, a task which
the dogs in one way or another have kept untilmetmes.

Due to circumstances not known to us, a part oPtleeo-Samoyeds moved northwards
leaving the regions in and around the mountair@esftral-Asia to finally settle down in the
Polar Regions. Probably they were then alreadykspgalifferent dialects, which would later
develop into separate languages. They were thg Mariets, Enets and Nganasan. Their
languages are now called the Northern Samoyed éayegu

The language of the Sel’kup belongs to the groupafthern Samoyed languages. The
Sel’kup people followed the above mentioned thagerlin moving northward.



Of course, we do not know how the dogs of the P&s#moyeds looked like. We do not even
know whether they domesticated the wolves themsgelugt as all Northern-Samoyeds were
using the same type of dog, it may be consideratitideed they domesticated the white wolf
during the time they still formed one people.

Such domestication can not have taken place inhdortparts of Siberia as, on arriving there,
they were already split up. It may even be considdhat an eventual domestication might
have taken place from a population of Arctic woldeisen South by the last Ice Age. But
these are, of course, all speculations.

Early Western descriptions of exterior and use of dgs

The early travellers were probably not so muchregied in the Samoyed dogs they must
have seen together with the Samoyed people. Merthi& Dutchman Jan Huygen van
Linschooten (companion of Willem Barentz during joisrney to find a Northern route to
India) in the 1590th, the British Peter Mundy, tatchman Nicolaes Witsen and the
German-Dutch Evert Ysbrandt Ides in the 17th ceraund later travellers from 18th and
early 19th century all described the Samoyed peiogieeir journals without mentioning
dogs.

It is first in the last quarter of the 19th centtingt Western travellers turned their attention
towards the looks and use of the Samoyed dog. &ytithe hundreds of years of contacts
with Russians and non-Samoyed peoples had caudigdraion of dog types, at least on the
westernmost tundra’s and taiga’s of European Ru€siahese stretches, dogs that
accompanied the Nenets were not all of them puitewbut could have any colour and be of

any type!

Nenets with mongrel dog at the outskirts of Archelsk, early 20th century

Descriptions of pure white dogs reaches us fronetlars visiting the Bolshezemel’skaya
tundra, the biggest tundra in European Russia wdtigtches from the Petchora river in the
west to the Ural mountains in the East, called Arkdy the Nenets.

One of these men was the British ornithologist eseebohm from Sheffield. He saw in
1875 the dogs being used for herding:



The Samoyedes proved themselves expert in throtatasso. In the left hand they held a
small coil of rope, in the right hand the largelf héhe lasso was thrown with an underhand
fling, and generally successfully over the hornghefanimal at the first attempt. The left
hand was then pressed close to the side so amtptbe shock of the sudden pulling up of
the reindeer at full speed against the thigh. Whegindeer found itself caught, it generally
made desperate efforts to escape, but was usualtg baunches gasping for breath in a few
seconds. The Samoyede then hauled in the ropiéjtoras nearly out at full length, another
Samoyede came up and began to haul it in neatketanimal. When he was close to it he
took hold of the horns, and with a side twist, lgiotthe reindeer down on to the snow. The
Russian to whom the fifty reindeer belonged thepregched, and taking a thong of three-
plait matting from a bunch at his belt, tied onehef animal's forelegs to the hind leg on the
same side; crossing the feet, but keeping thedagallel at the point of ligature.

As soon as the reindeer was left, he made wildtsfto rise and walk; and sometimes
succeeded in hobbling a few paces. Finding hisigthegive way with his frantic efforts to
escape, he generally rested with his forekneeb@sriow for a time; and finally lay down
quietly. A dozen reindeer were soon on the grolihg. scene became quite exciting; the
reindeer were wheeling round and round in circlés®e dogs tied to the sledges barked
furiously, and evidently wished to have a sharthesport. The dogs selected by the
Samoyedes to help them to get within lasso rangleeofleer, rushed frantically about at the
command of their masters, whose loud cries addéuetexcitement of the scene. Sometimes
a herd of reindeer ran over a place where the smaswnable to bear their weight; and it was
interesting to watch them snorting and plungingti#esnumber caught increased, the
difficulty also increased of identifying and catayithe remaining few of the fifty that
belonged to the Russian, and the Samoyedes witlagkes were driven about in sledges at a
rapid pace to get within reach of the animals twapted. The deer kept together; if one ran
out of bounds a dog was sent after it and soongbrtaitiback again. In one respect the
reindeer resemble sheep; wherever one goes, thieyrés follow.

In this herd the greater number were females (laika), with good horns; these they do not
cast till they drop their young. A few were malbésrfe), their new horns just appearing.
Those chiefly used in the sledges were cut reinfleerk), also without horns. Some of the
hornless animals leaped right through the lassao#mels were caught by the leg.

The lasso is a cord about one hundred feet londeroatwo thongs of reindeer skin plaited
together, so as to make a round rope three-eigiths inch in diameter. The noose is formed
by passing the cord through a small piece of boitle two holes in it. The lasso passes freely
through the hole, while the end is fastened tétle bone peg with a bone-washer to prevent it
slipping through the other hole.

The dogs were all white except one, which was dulaek. They were stiff-built little

animals, somewhat like Pomeranian dogs, with feg-heads and thick bushy hair; their tails
turned up over the back and curled to one sides Similarity between the Pomeranian and
Samoyede dogs is a rather curious fact, for Ermamtions a race of people who, he says,
resemble the Finns, both in language and featuresdistrict of Pomerania called Samogitia,
inhabited by the Samaites.

Though not completely misplaced, we shall leavddseremark of Seebohm for what it is, as
an historical explanation of it would bring us tartside the scope of this article. With regard
to the Samoyed dogs on the European tundra’s xibeeace of white dogs only on the



Bolshezemel'skaya tundra, is confirmed by L.S. Béngsident of the All-Union
Geographical Society of the U.S.S.R. somewherbarfitst half of the 20th century.

The situation on the Siberian tundra’s differedvirthe European tundra’s: from the Yamal
Peninsula in the West to the Taimyr Peninsula efaste mouth of the Yenissei river, white
dogs could be found. Here it must be mentionedttietvhite aboriginal Samoyed dogs were
not only used by the Samoyeds but also by the RemKhanty, whose summer pastures
reached as far north as the Southern part of timea¥YReninsula. In the East, some Dolgan
tribes — neighbour to the Nganasan-Samoyeds -todealve white dogs as well.

The Russian anthropologist A. A. Popov researched\iganasan-Samoyeds in the 1930’s.
On their dogs he writes:

“Reindeer herd dogs are a great help in gathehadnérd and in catching individual
domesticated reindeer. They are a breed of shggeld Arctic, white dogs [known elsewhere
as ‘Samoyed’ dogs] which somewhat resemble poleedoAll a herdsman has to do is give a
shout, and the dogs will drive all the scattereddeer to one spot at once. The Nganasan
supply their neighbours, the Dolgan and the northvakut, with herd dogs, and they fetch
high prices. These dogs are usually kept tied esie tent or to a sledge with adjustable
blocks”
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Reindeer herd dog from Nganasan Samoyeds
from A.A. Popov, The Nganasan, Moscow, 1948. (@agRussian Edition)

The dogs are tied on each sides of the entranceetndd the hearth. In cold weather they are
not let out of the tent at all. They put the pugpiehich are allowed to walk on the beds
during the day, into a bag at night, so that thélynet disturb people’s sleep. In the morning,
they shake the bag and let the puppies out.%



The Nganasan had an economy based on both thegefdiomesticated reindeer and the
hunting of wild ones. He describes the use of dodelping to catch wild reindeer:

“Certain types of collective hunting which had lnetnot too distant past great economic
significance, and have been preserved until ouegiamong the Nganasan, are of great
interest. These are the slaughter and penningldfreindeer in nets.

‘Flags’(labaka) used to be indispensable appurtegmnf summer stalking of wild reindeer.
They were long stripes of skin, decorated with k&t else white fans of partridge wings,
hung on the ends of long sticks.

Hunters following a herd of wild reindeer would piahe flags in the form of two diverging
rows, leaving between them a space of 4 to 6 me8amalers’ (seriti) would hide near one
row of flags, at the wide end of the lane.

The cleverest hunter, driving a sledge drawn bydamesticated reindeer, would drive a
herd of wild reindeer into the lane. The signatben would spring up, crying out and waving
garments about, thus driving the reindeer furtAéthe narrow end of the lane the reindeer
would be met by the arrows of two or three hunéemnsed with bows. The flags served as a
sort of hedge keeping the reindeer from runnindesrihis method of hunting was called
‘ngatangiru’. If the reindeer were near a lakenthee flags were planted in a single row.
Opposite from this line, at some distance of igge would station themselves in place of the
second row of flags. Then the reindeer would beedrinto the water by dogs along the lane
thus formed. Then the hunters on the other sideeofake would at once go out in their
canoes to kill the wild reindeer with long shafsggkars. This method of hunting was called
‘suodisiti bantanu’.

The two methods of hunting described were used oftet in the summer, at the time of the
molting of the geese, by several hunters workingtioer. For example, the slaughter might



be accomplished by three or even two hunters. A&sobthem patrolled the lake, the other,
aided by dogs, which are greatly feared by wildideer, would drive the wild reindeer into
the water. When the reindeer reached the lakesdbend hunter would quickly go out in his
canoe and kill them with a spear.” &

We can clearly see that for hunting wild reindeefaict no specific hunting qualities were
required. On the contrary, in the hunt on wild deier, people made use of the herding and
driving qualities of the dogs! Such driving quagiwere also needed for the hunt for geese:

“When there are only a few geese on hand, thegraren and hunted down by dogs along a
lake or river bank. Using this method, several mvéh dogs lie around a lake on which there
are geese. One or two hunters go about the laganoes and drive the geese to the bank.
(ceveennns ). When the geese come out onto the bankihtimers which are lying in wait for
them hunt them down with dogs. Usually such huntiogs not produce great results, since
some of the geese almost always get away.™

Dogs were also used during the summer migrations:

“During the summer migrations, a man well acqualmeth the region will walk, with his
staff in his hand, at the head of the caravan.sHeliowed by several men on foot with dogs
who drive the herds of freely roaming reindeer. ..".... (

The first imports

It is probably thanks to the English captain Joséfigins that the first all-white dogs came
to Europe. Joseph Wiggins was a ships captain after, a career on the commercial ocean-
going trade, decided to return to the old dreamigfyouth: the exploration of the northern
sea-route. His goal was to find a route for commaéttade with Siberia, which was rich with
minerals. Altogether he made in the period 18755182 expeditions, which led him to the
Yenissei river and even as far upstream as the adwienisseisk in Southern Siberia. He
seems to have taken several dogs with him on husn®to England. Unfortunately there is
no documentation on these imports.

A British timber merchant, E. Kilburn Scott, beiog business trip to Archangelsk, bought a
puppy as a present for his wife from Samoyedsdjviot far from that town. This dog, named
Sabarka, was not at all white but brown with whitdéeet and tail. Another recorded import,
Whitey Petchora, was also not pure white. The kngiwn pure white dog was taken home
late 1893 by Francis Leybourne Popham. Travelliit Wwis own ship to Siberia in a convoy
of other ships under the command of captain Jo¥éiglgins, he bought a pure white dog
from Tundra-Enets living at Golchika. A picturetbfs dog is abusively named “imported
1894 ...... ”
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Musti, impor from Golchika, Sibkeri

Thanks to personal connections of captain JosegyMa - friendships made during his
travels - it was possible for both the Norwegiaplerer Fridtjof Nansen and the British
explorer Frederick George Jackson in the 1890tbtain dogs from Siberia for their
expeditions. Dogs could be obtained from a dog hesrtwho bought them at the village of
Beresowa during the annual fair. Of the dogs bgugbst of them were pure white, but as
Nansen complained, some of them were castratetheAkhanty had the habit of leading the
pulling rope of there sledges underneath the lmélthe dogs and as this caused damage and
infections on the testicles of the male dogs, anthase males were for that reason castrated,
it might be presumed that the castrated dogs wihielexplorers had bought were of Khanty
origin.

Some of the dogs G.F. Jackson used on his expeditive been brought home to England
and formed, among other imported dogs, the statetvorldwide population of Samoyed
dogs.

Three other famous imports were the dogs AntaRutick, Houdin and Ayesha. Houdin was
presented to or bought by E. Kilburn Scott from Eheée of Abruzzi, commander of the
Italian North Polar Expedition.



Antarctic Buck, offspring from dogs taken to Antizza by the Borchgrevink expedition and
obtained in Australia by Mr. and Mrs. Kilburn Scott

Houdin, from the Italian North Polar xpedition admbught to England

Ayesha was taken to Archangelsk from Novaya Zerhlyalenets. She was pure white,
though there must be doubts as to whether she fnapure aboriginal Samoyed bloodline, as
in the late 90’s of the 19th century the goverriahe province of Archangelsk, Alexander
Platonovich Engelhardt, had ordered to send eaghrgengrel dogs from Archangelsk to
Novaya Zemlya to keep up the number of dogs litirege. Dogs at Novaya Zemlya lived a



short live due to fights, diseases and harsh cistances, but they were of economic
importance for the Samoyeds living there becaugs deere used to haul their sledges in the
absence of reindeer on these islands.

Hogan seman,  Cosohin RESATH BOTY

Samoyed man with dogs and sledge, arrying a sé\aya Zemlya. Early 20th century

Of Ayesha exist only a few vague pictures. Oneheft is presented here:

The world population of Samoyed dogs can therdferseen as having been derived from
only a handful of imported aboriginal Samoyed dMybat that meant and what it led to, can
be read in Part Il of this article.



Lobi, probably one of the last imports

Part Il: A short history of the Samoyed dog as
a registered breegply Ssarah de Monchy © 2005)

Introduction

This part is written in an attempt to analyse whg aow the registered breeding of the
Samoyed resulted in a breed known with this namewhich - in varying degrees of
deviation — has now hardly more in common withdberiginal Samoyed than the white
colour of its coat.

The first section ‘Registered breeding’ descrilhes development. The following section
‘Short history of the Dutch breeding of Samoyed®tshes the only known exception to this
worldwide trend, as in Holland a small group ofdaters still tries to keep on breeding to the
aboriginal type.

The last section ‘Cynology and the preservatioouttural heritage’ discusses aspects of the
environment in which registered breeding takesegbatd how it, nonetheless, offers a
solution for preserving the breed for the future.



Noho, aboriginal Samoyed on Yamal, 1962 and NaKejabred in Holland in 1996, both

dogs are at the age of two years

Polar Light of Farningham, bred in England arouB@d, and an ancestor of Na-Njarka, here
in 2002 at the age of five years

Registered breeding

Ernest Kilburn Scott and his wife Clara were thstfto take up the systematic and purposive
breeding of the Samoyed dog in the Western worfthaeking on a project of many, many
years to come. Growing up with these dogs, thaigbters Joyce and vy would become
actively engaged in this project too. It all stdrteith the business trip Ernest Kilburn Scott
made to Archangelsk in 1893, staying there forwpt®of months, and, as mentioned before,
the acquisition of the pup Sabarka when visiting day a Samoyed tribe living nearby town.
He never travelled all the way into Siberia, bt many contacts maintained he did manage
to gather information on the dogs originating frorase territories. It resulted in the building-
up of the famous and large scale breeding kenoédrningham’. A name they took for
their kennels after moving to Farningham, Kentl®22. Till that time no specific kennel
name was used.

Sabarka was used for siring the very first littexdboff an imported bitch called Whitey
Petchora and is still to be found in the pedigreamoyeds today. Soon after more dogs
came into reach, like Musti of which another littgth the same bitch was bred. Besides the
directly imported dogs, the acquired ones that vaeneng the few canine survivors of
different Polar expeditions played the most sigaifit role in their breeding program. It has
been the great merit of the Kilburn Scott’s thaewltypical examples came within reach,
they put a great effort in acquiring these dogdfieir kennels. Antarctic Buck, for example,
an offspring of dogs taken by the Borghrevink expewl to Antarctica and on returning from
the South were left behind in Australia, was puti@play in the zoo in Sidney. There he was
seen by Mr. and Mrs. Kilburn Scott when visitingsialia in 1904. A year later they
managed to obtain this dog and had him shippechgdalad. Unfortunately, not long after he



died of distemper, but by then he had sired at gaslitters, which secured his contribution
to the breed.

That a Samoyed dog ever reached the very Southdaltll story. Because of an outbreak
of distemper on Greenland at the end of 19th cgrid@nmark forbid the export of dogs from
its colony. After the turn of the century that sition had changed though. When Amundsen
started to prepare for the South Pole in 1910 an@ g visit to Copenhagen ordering 100
Greenland huskies, which he managed to secureghrtwe Danish government. When the
‘Fram’ left Norway in 1911 sailing for the Southeshad 97 dogs on board being the ones
delivered from Greenland. Amundsen apparently diel damoyed dogs for sledding though,
but that was on his next expedition of 1917 to 182Q@he North East passage sailing along
the coast of Siberia to the Street of Bering endipgn Nome, Alaska.

Stops were made at Waigatz and Dickson Island wdmree dogs were taken on board.
Further on the way his ship ‘Maud’ was brought ypde and had to spend the winter beset
on the Siberian coast at Cape Chelyuskin. Theis &xo pictures of the same situation and
taken from different ankles, showing a sledge \iita attached dogs in front of Maud. These
were taken on the 20th October 1919 at Cape CHetyushen Amundsen sent a party of
three of his crewmembers with post to Nishny Kolgpestown 200 miles land inwards. The
three dogs in the middle are unmistakably of Sam@yegin. The one on the left with black
plates on the head and short coat reminds on thé.aska (see: www.oldsams.info), owned
by the Prince of Wales in the eighties of thel®htary. The dog on the right is clearly a full
size bigger than the others and his sturdy posturere like that of a Greenland husky male.
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Pictures taken'o*ﬁ 20th October 1919 at Cpé E:He'fyus

In 1909 Ernest Kilburn Scott formed the SamoyedéCbeing the first of all special
Samoyed breed clubs established in Great Britamedlsas in the whole world. This club
adopted in May 1909 the first breeding standarawdrup by the Kilburn Scott’s (probably
by Clara, who was the actual breeder of the coupled ‘Summary of points’ opens with the
paragraph? Colour. Pure white; white, with slight lemon markings; tmoand white; black
and white. The pure white dogs came from the fattherth, and are most typical of the
breed.” The second sentence proves, that the assumpt®held that they were dealing with
an existing, distinguishable white coloured brdedlso reveals to us the apparent awareness
that some of the dogs used for building up thedirgepopulation, showed aberrations to the
typical appearance of that breed indicating a sedeagree of contamination with other
breeds.

The Kilburn Scott’'s must have themselves begottemeage of the looks of the purebred
dog, which served as a guideline for where to @mdnd how to act, and how to proceed in



the selection process. The first four paragraptesmbmotion leaflet of the Farningham
kennels read as follows:

“These kennels were the first to be established fanover thirty years Mrs. Kilburn Scott
has been most careful to breed and import onlyecbtypes of Samoyed dogs.

They are the domesticated dogs of the Samoyed @aopl their natural habitat is the Tundra
country which stretches form the White Sea in N&tissia to the Yenesi River in West
Siberia.

USES. The Samoyed people use them principallgrieing and rounding up reindeer, a
task similar to that of droving sheep, and theyehaeen so engaged from prehistoric times,
also they are used for hunting. They have haukdbsls on various Arctic and Antarctic
expeditions and many of those at Farningham aeetjrdescended from such dogs.”

Due to the diversity in origin of the few - actyallery limited number of - dogs available for
the breeding process, it was possible for themetapleight different bloodlines in their
kennels upon a certain stage. Among the dogs theyled they distinguished three different
types of head, which they called: the bear typefokx type and the wolf type.

By experimenting and consistent breeding they medhag create a viable and pure inheriting
population of the type they wanted. It is withoutgtion that the Kilburn Scott’s are
accountable for establishing the Samoyed dog iMtestern World as a recognised and
registered breed. Instead of trying to create alm@&d of their own, which in fact would
have been a much easier goal to accomplish, tHelgmaset themselves was to stick as close
as possible to the aboriginal type. Their eventiled of breeding Samoyeds to provide Polar
expedition with dogs, turned out to be in vain, #mel sole purpose of breeding became the
showring for the Kilburn Scott’s too. But this dwdt change their judging of the breed, as
they have always kept looking for an overall soarterior.

In the early days of Polar expeditions it was comriminvite returned Polar travellers to
lecture about their adventures for a select audielAat the race to reach both the North and
the South Pole turned public interest in Polar dxpns into a complete hype, reflected by
articles published in newspapers. Everything cotatebecame interesting for quiet a while.
Publications on the Arctic became so popular teaesal books were translated and published
in foreign languages reaching an even broader acéidt also stimulated the wish to own a
dog connected with these heroic adventures. Togeiitie the steadily growing attention for
the breed, the number of people engaged in breediggented. In the first two decennia of
the 20th century the Samoyed dog was nationallyirstednationally sought after and British
kennels exported to countries all over the worlerM/War | implied an interlude to
international cynologic live and in England it wegen officially forbidden for a while to
organise dog shows. After the end of World Warralggic live revived and soon flourished
more than ever.

With the outbreak of the Russian Revolution it Imeas good as impossible to import dogs
to Western Europe from regions under control ofrtee regime. Because when Bolsheviks
took over a region, it was closed to outsiderstiedarade route between the West and Siberia
had to close down. A route which had served adengegy for obtaining typical specimen of
the aboriginal type.

It was during the twenties that in England the ¢farmation process began, changing step-
by-step the functional exterior of a working dotpithat of a show dog with many
dysfunctional characteristics. Until this perio@ threeding by the Kilburn Scott’s had been



leading, but from then on other kennels startedbtminate. The best well known was to
become the ‘Arctic’ kennel of Miss M. Keyte-Permpavsucceeded over the years in gaining
in the show ring an enormous collection of chamites.

Pictures from the thirties of winning dogs on shawg&ngland clearly show that the trend
towards big-boniness, impressiveness and exubeoahhad already got going.

Title winners on shows in England in 1938: Spadhthe Arctic and Crystal of the Arctic

With the following typical characteristics the temdy to exaggerate proceeds further and
further: the whole appearance of the dogs beconoesasingly plump and squat, low on legs,
with steep hindquarters, small round feet, the aVepat profuse and long, the muzzle short,
broad and with a set of teeth of underdevelopes $ie ears small, flabby and little mobile, a
domed skull, pronounced stop, and big round eyasepl towards the front of the skull
making the sight ankle smaller thus giving a nagdwight field.

Another peculiarity of the changed type is the dgpace in which the development of the
body reaches the state of fully blossoming adulth@d the age of two, these dogs are at their
top, from whereon they start to look aged very kyicBy contrast, dogs of the Farningham
type develop slowly: a bitch is not fully outgrowefore she turns three years old and a male
reaches its top at the age of five, both keepieg thtality and beauty till a very old age.

It is very well possible that crossbreeding hasuaex with other breeds to achieve this
transformation. It is a public secret that in Emgldin the fifties?) at least once a Chow Chow
has been used for inbreeding. It is quite possitdethe White Keeshond has been bred in as
well. It is known that in the thirties and fortig®ccurred on shows held in Holland and
Switzerland that specimen of the White Keeshondewsebscribed as Samoyed and had to be
removed from the ring at the start of judging. Alke silhouette of many today’s show
Samoyeds fits the silhouette of the Keeshond. Apywadot of the above mentioned
characteristics are traits adherent to either @dehtwo breeds and strange to a sound working
dog.

At the end of the fifties the pure Farningham tigao longer to be found in the prominent
breeding kennels of England. Around that time, R9BAmember Mr. Clay met on an
occasion Mrs. D.L. Perry, owner of the Kobe kennélgy discussed the breeding in
England and she admitted to him in private thategdber who wanted to compete
successfully in the showring, had been forced Hoviothis trend as with dogs of the



Farningham type one did not stand a chance anyrStep.by step the Samoyed breed has
worldwide undergone in less than a hundred yeamstamorphosis in which the wolfishness
so typical for a Polar dog, has been bred out. Tmgealisappeared the functional construction
of the body that goes along with speed, staminanantileness, necessary to work under all
conditions as herding, hunting and sledge dog.

Todays Samoyed bred for the show

However, apart from all the other changes in apeaw it is the change in expression of the
head, which is most striking. In the above mentibleaflet of the Farningham kennels the
following description of the head is given:

“The ears are erect, slightly rounded at the tips set well apart, giving a fine open forehead,
which indicates the extremely intelligent expreasib the breed.”

Exactly this facial expression has been swappethtlooks of a teddy bear, the domed
forehead concealed by thick white hair like a leuttap slid down to the eyebrows with on
top two little triangles being the tiny ears popup.

On July 22,1997 the FCI published the latest renisif the standard. In this version a
remarkable sentence is added to the paragBgdtaviour and temperamenstating:“The
hunting instinct is very slight.lt shows that the transformation process continieeghing
now other undesirable traits for passionately mgnbehaviour is inconvenient when keeping
a dog as family pet. But the past still lingershia description of the general appearance,
which opens with the words:

“Medium in size, elegant, a white Arctic Spitz.”

Short history of the Dutch breeding of Samoyeds

The breeding of the Samoyed in The Netherlandssstath the import in 1924 of the bitch
Mooswa of Farningham and the male lkon of FarningHhater registered in Holland as

Farningham lkon of Samoya and who would becoméaineder of Dutch bloodlines. The
name Samoya refers to the name of the first Samikgedel in Holland where in 1926 the



first litter is born bred of these two first ondore imports followed of which most came

from the Farningham kennels. In 1932 the Dutch Smadlub was established. One year
later, this name was changed into Polar Dog Cluth&dter one Siberian husky as well, but in
1963 it was renamed with its former name, from tbersolely occupying itself with the
Samoyed breed. During the thirties the club flduet and breeding was done at a large scale
— 24 different kennel names are to be counted mmection with this period. The influence of
the stud lkon got firmly rooted in the Dutch pogida: from 1926 up to 1936 he sired 21
litters producing 123 offsprings.

Up to World War Il close contacts were maintainetilieen Dutch breeders and the family
Kilburn Scott. Mrs. Clara Kilburn Scott and her daters Joyce and lvy were all renowned
judges and were several times invited over to thigedd States and the Continent for judging
on shows. The last time one of them judged in Hallavas in 1939 when Joyce did the
judging on the yearly held match of the Polar DdghC

The outbreak of the war caused a rupture in thiglingi-up of the population. With 26 litters
registered in 1936, breeding had reached its tdpdaninished thereafter rapidly. It's true

that in the forties, during the years of war ashaslafter, almost every year multiple litters
were bred, but in the fifties during the post-wacanstruction of The Netherlands breeding
nearly came at a standstill. On average only dtex pper year was born and in the years 1954
and 1956 even nil. In those days of overall scap#ople had to work very hard just to make
a living and having a purebred dog was the lasigthiat mattered. As long as this economic
climate lasted it appeared to be utterly problemiatifind good homes for the few puppies
bred and to find new homes when needed for matugs.o

The Dutch share of the Farningham heritage owesta kthe way Mr. Wim M. Clay
dedicated himself to help to prevent its compless Iduring this difficult time. By
coincidence he got in touch with the breed in 1846 getting subsequently more and more
involved with the breed, he became acquainted brigeders and judges who had been
engaged with the breed from early years on. Theeelp, knowing all about the Dutch
breeding, passed him on their knowledge and asikeddhbecome judge of the breed, which
he did in 1955 and since then still is. Up till &yche has kept the promise made to them to
take care of this cynologic legacy. Rowing agaihsttide, he has never given up to stimulate
and advocate the preservation of the Farninghaewjpen and wherever he could.

As a judge and breed specialist he has heavilyiboréd to the continuation in Dutch
showrings of a climate vital to breeders committe#eeping the Farningham type in
existence. With an experience of almost fifty yesagvely judging he is still welcoming
anyone who wants to be taught when trying to becjoichge of the breed.

He actually never bred a litter himself but wasolwed in different ways with several.
Holding the position of chairman of the Polar DdglCfrom 1956 to 1962 he went to great
lengths stimulating and supporting the breeding obuple of litters which turned out to be
crucial for later years.

To augment the number of dogs left available feeldmg, two female pups were imported in
1955 from Finland and a male pup from England i671%All these imports appeared to be
unsatisfactory when developing into adulthood, &ame& was running out for saving the
Farningham heritage. The opportunity to try thaapdf inbreeding emerged when the
retired Queen of Holland, Princess Wilhelmina, dstkkee Polar Dog Club to provide a stud to
sire a bitch she received as present when visNimgvay. This bitch, called lbur Stella, was



unrelated to the Dutch population and althoughdbigood type. Clay proposed the dog
Bertil, and in September 1958 a litter of 4 bitches born, which turned out to be so
satisfactory that the same combination was mada gagaducing in June 1960 a second litter
with 4 males and 3 females. In 1961, Sunna vaaethuis - a bitch of the first litter - was
subsequently mated with her father resulting int&aper into a litter of 4 males and 2
females. With this deliberate inbreeding, the Fagham type got firmly rooted in their
offspring. All together a tiny but viable pool ofdeding stock was so recreated, through
which this type could survive in Holland.

Bertil, born in 1950, at the age of eight years

Most certainly in the sixties and very long aftergiand was internationally seen as the
Eldorado of dog breeding. This is why the prominaeteding of that country, with its
transformed type bred for shows, was perceive@adithg throughout the world. In all
countries where breeding was not yet heavily infegl by the English show trend, sooner or
later a next generation of breeders started toviothis trend to an increasing extent, so
taking over or dominating the existing breedingctice and culture.

In Holland too, a slowly growing amount of fanciefsthe show type was to be found who -
with the purpose in mind to alter their breedinghat direction - started to import dogs at the
end of the sixties and/or travelled with their bés across the border to have them sired. Up
to the nineties they formed a steady growing migamthin the Dutch Samoyed Club. About
half of the Samoyed population present today inlNatherlands, consists of their breeding
products. Next to the two sides of the show dogifas and the working dog fanciers, a
group came into being in the eighties that waseitwvken and mixed the show and the
Farningham type.

Apart from the fraction of show type lovers, theemall breeding continued for two decades
with hardly any further influx of imported geness Aconomy started to flourish in the second
half of the sixties the total population grew sigadith different breeding lines emerging
from what had been saved. But as these lines vilererg close related an unintended high



degree of inbreeding took place and problems rext before started to surface in the
eighties. Particularly now and than occurring hygpacia urged breeders of the Farningham
type to make outcrosses. They were and are fadbdavdifficult balancing between
maintaining health and the risk of importing otivdreritable diseases new to their breeding
lines.

They are also confronted with the issue how to lage¢oo much of the typical appearance, of
which the wolfish head appears to be touched sit fin the search for healthy inheriting studs
with an appearance not deviating too much, contaittsn the community of the European
sledding sport appeared to be an important gateldags selected for siring were found in
Germany and Switzerland where mushers in the guséai sound working sledding team had
based their breeding in the seventies and eightiesports from Holland stemming from the
Farningham bloodlines.

In other European countries the appearance ofrdetlldrom the first decades has by now —
at least at shows - totally vanished. Today onlthenNetherlands it is still possible to
subscribe a dog of the pure working type at swdfitdifferent judges to be able to earn the
champion’s title at all. Two decades ago such aabadd still win international champion
titles by attending shows in neighbouring countridse fact that the Farningham type has
held for such a long time a dominant position ifl&ta has possibly something to do with
the popularity of the breed in the thirties. Relally many (people) experienced a Samoyed
during their childhood days and were left with poeis memories. As an adult when attaining
the position that they can afford to buy a dogytwent searching for one with the familiar
looks from their youth. This generation of dog ovais by now getting to old to keep a dog.
Now the Farningham type is favoured by a new gdioeraf owners who are simply
attracted to a dog with natural looks or want tmpete in the sledding sport with a purebred
Samoyed.

Left: vy Kilburn Scott with Samoyeds in sledge, ¢820. Right: Sjaak van den Ham racing
with team bred by his wife, European championsbiptests of the World Sled dog
Association, 1999.

The irony is that although the Samoyed is not d dly by origin, the use for this goal -
today in the sledding sport - seems to have to e again a vital role in the preservation
of the breed outside its home country. Peoplewiaait to be successful in this sport are in
need of a physically well-functioning dog. And,iagirns out, the selection process that
comes along a breeding program opting for dogseffithis sport automatically generates a
certain degree of backbreeding to the aborigina tyrhe hunting instinct of these dogs is
clearly fully intact, as well as the tendency te aspenetrating high pitched barking when
calling or inciting action. Whether this appliestb@ preservation of all typical mental



capabilities of the breed raises a big questiorkpes the sport practice is incomparable to
the original working practice of herding. To findsavers, it's obvious we should consult the
experts on this matter. Fortunately, this is nowstlle again, but just like a century ago it is
still very complicated for someone from the Westeorld and not knowing the Russian
language, to make contact with Nenets people, gdalp would be most welcome.

On cynology and preservation of cultural heritage

Presumably Holland is today the only country whstiléa few kennels are to be found
continuously and consistently breeding in accordamith the views held by the Kilburn
Scott’s. Who, in the times the registered breedtagted from imports out of Siberia, chose
on their turn to aim for breeding to the aborigityge. It is also the only country, where still a
small flock of judges exists, acquainted with apegrance of the breed which in the rest of
the world has sunken into obscurity or more oftertiotally unknown. Although pressed into
a minority position they stick to the views of tharly days of Dutch cynology that the
appearance of a breed is something of culturaifssgnce and for that reason worth to
preserve for the future. Dogs like the portrayed\jarka stem from a population resulting
from this tradition.

Not just a part of the cultural heritage of registedog breeding has so been preserved. As
these dogs of registered breeding belong to theraliheritage of North West Siberia and
especially to the culture of the Nenets peoples Bxplains the amazing fact that a dog born
in the Netherlands in 1996 out of ancestors impbateout one hundred years ago shows such
a remarkable resemblance to Noho, the aboriginalo$ad that Vladimir Beregovoy bought
in 1962 from a Nenets family on the Yamal peninslilalso explains the amazement among
a delegation of Nenets invited over to Holland ictéder 2001 to attend an intensive eight
days conference program arranged by Arctic Pedlls, a Dutch organisation supporting
indigenous peoples in Arctic and Sub-Arctic regidPart of the program was a discussion
meeting open to public on which R-PADS member Martol managed to show them
pictures of Samoyed dogs she breeds. Seeing tietaeep caused a stir among the elderly
people of the delegation. They confirmed to recegiine dogs as being the same as theirs,
but then switched from Russian to their own languadking excitedly to each other. What
they were saying had to remain unknown, as the tddaeguage went beyond the
capabilities of the student of Russian language@eis translator.

Left: group of first generation breeding of impoft®ffspring. England, ca. 1905. Right: Alie
Bartol with 4 generations of her breeding. Hollah@98.

The very possibility that these Nenets could fimdHolland dogs with the looks of the breed
that is now vanishing in their home country, hasrbenabled by the formation of
internationally organised cynology. A phenomenorergimg during the second part of the
19th century. First limited to a very thin top laye# society, it started as a hobby of people



sharing a great interest in dog breeds. These paagie accustomed to travelling abroad,
maintaining internationally contacts as an aspétitar way of life. So, it is not surprisingly
coincidental that the first kennel clubs were foeahah different countries about the same
time and opinions held will not have differed mubBlng breeds were seen as a cultural
heritage of the past and so it came to be tha8@® the Dutch Kennel-club Cynophilia was
established with the objective to preserve andnjforove dog breeds.

From the start on, the event of the year for afined clubs became the organisation of annual
dog shows with the purpose to display the lookisnaf specimen of all kinds of breeds, and
rare breeds were of special interest. The nextlsisfbeen to compete for which dog was best
looking. Testing and proofing of working capacitieas done in a different setting, like for
instance in field trials held by hunting clubs wireferred to restrict these occasions to a
highly exclusive circle of people. Shows on thesothand were open to the public, attracting
through the years bigger and bigger crowds of @ogiers coming from all layers of society.
This phenomenon has grown into a worldwide insgitdvering all kinds of dog breeds with
standards, societies, breed specific clubs, regisir of pedigrees, stud books, judges, a show
industry, etc. etc. On the one hand it has meattthen a breed got officially recognised, it
was subsequently saved from vanishing, caused dithextinction, or dissolution beyond the
point of distinction due to mixing with other bree®n the other hand it developed in such a
way that official cynology now undermines the prgadon of many a breed. In the course of
time exhibitions developed into an everything daaiimg show business with dynamics all of
its own. And it was here that its second goalintprove breeds — was twisted and
exaggerated to an extent that it made cynologyggofhthe rails.

Unfortunately, the history of the Samoyed breagkiliates very clearly how these dynamics
work and the disastrous influence competing at shcam have on the exterior of a breed.
When dogs were judged in the showring the relaothe working practice faded further and
further into the background and everything was gadmbe revolving around the word
‘beauty’. What was understood as such reflectedasie of the day and the opinions held on
beauty in the country concerned.

At the same time qualifications received at showsewgoing to matter more and more,
particularly to breeders. This mechanism was badsyethe strong competition element
intrinsic to shows. Because of this, for many a&ldex and owner the earning of personal
honour and glory in the show ring became the fgmist of attention. Besides, reaching the
status of breeder of champions brought along \vemnpting financial aspects like a prominent
position on the puppy market and a high fee forst®ices of a stud.

All together, it stimulated kennels to improve thaieeding towards the creation of an ever
more beautiful appearance, following fashionaldads defining what to pursue and so
augmenting their chances to win at shows.

This all results into a situation that is exacthposed to the kind of situation enabling the
preservation of a breed for the future. As evepyegienced breeder will tell, to keep on
breeding outstanding dogs, generation after gaoeras the most difficult thing to
accomplish. To be able to do so, one is dependetiteobreeding by others. It also requires a
steady flow of information accessible to everyameriested, an open exchange of
information, uninhibited recording of problems argand a working together. Because what
matters ultimately, is the overall quality and sitehe population. And that is a shared
responsibility of everybody involved: breeders,gad and owners.



Unfortunately, these conditions are incompatibléhvai highly competitive environment. So
the second goal formulated at the on-set of organitynology — to improve recognized
breeds — became a euphemism for to change andrappdze at odds with the first goal: to
preserve dog breeds for the future as a culturdbige of the past.

However, the Dutch history of the Samoyed showsther side of the coin. It proves that
organised cynology does have the potential to presebreed. To reinforce this potential the
relation with the working practice needs to beaexd in a well-defined and correct way.

What Japan recently did - reclaiming the Akita &sua part of their culture and national pride
- sets an example. They redefined the breedinglatdnso causing a split-up into two
different breeds — the Akita Inu and the Great dapa dog. Worldwide, dogs were allocated
to either of the breeds depending on how much desyated from the standard drawn up by
Japan.

Today's FCI-standard of the Samoyed mentions "g#tion: sledge- and companion dog”. If
Nenets people would make the step to approach@hel&iming the aboriginal Samoyed as
their cultural heritage, an official split-up inetlAboriginal Samoyed as working dog and the
(transformed) Samoyed as companion dog could pgdstbrought about. For the building-
up of a registered population of Aboriginal Samayeauld automatically imply the opening
of breeding registers. And that would provide tppartunity to unite all dogs of aboriginal
type — those outside Siberia of registered breedntythose unregistered still alive in their
home country — into one worldwide population laeg@ugh to be truly viable, creating a
chance for both to be preserved.

I'm fully aware of the fact, that to the Nenets fireservation of the canine part of their
cultural heritage will not be on top of the listmforities, as this Arctic people has far more
serious problems to deal with. However, with consbifiorces we might succeed.



